
Schedules and strategies 

for HPV immunization 

Introduction and 

questions to SAGE 

Andrew Pollard, SAGE Member 

SAGE meeting, 18–20 October 2016 

1 



SAGE deliberations on HPV vaccines, 

November 2008 

“HPV vaccines should be 

introduced as part of a 

coordinated strategy to prevent 

cervical cancer and other HPV-

related diseases that 

includes…” 

“The primary target population 

is likely to be girls within the 

age range of 9 or 10 through 13 

years.” 

Wkly Epidemiol Rep 2009, 84:11 

 

1st position paper 

published in April 2009 
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SAGE deliberations on HPV vaccines, 

April 2014 

“SAGE reiterated the 

importance of targeting HPV 

immunization for girls aged 9–

13 years, prior to initiation of 

sexual activity.” 

“A 2-dose schedule with an 

interval of at least 6 months 

between doses is 

recommended for girls aged 

≤15 years...” 

Wkly Epidemiol Rep 2014, 89:230 

 

2nd position paper 

published in October 2014 
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Preparation for today’s session 

 1st ad-hoc expert consultation in 8–9 December 2015 

  Systematic review and meta-analyses and/or modelling 

– Burden of HPV-related cancers (WHO/IARC, Lyon) 

– Burden of anogenital warts (Cochrane, London) 

– Clinical trials of HPV vaccines (9 different comparisons;  

Cochrane, London) 

– Observed population-level impact and herds effects of HPV 

immunization programmes (Univ. Laval, Québec) 

– Cost effectiveness analyses of HPV immunization 

programmes (Monash University Malaysia) 

– Modelling of HPV immunization strategies (Univ. Laval et al.) 

 2nd ad-hoc consultation on 30–31 August 2016 

4 



Questions for SAGE 

 What is the incremental effectiveness and cost-effectiveness 

for cervical cancer prevention of different HPV vaccines based 

on girls-only immunization? 

 What is the incremental effectiveness and cost-effectiveness 

for prevention of HPV-related diseases of adolescent gender-

neutral HPV immunization compared to girls-only HPV 

immunization? 

 What is the incremental effectiveness and cost-effectiveness 

for cervical cancer prevention of immunization of multiple 

female cohorts (multiple age cohorts within a defined age 

range) compared to single age cohort immunization of only 

girls aged 9–13 years or of both girls and boys aged 9–13 

years? 
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Adolescent girls with access to HPV 

vaccine, 10 years after licensure…  

World 

2 in 10 girls 

HIC 

9 in 10 girls 

LMIC 

1 in 10 girls 
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Thank you 
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