
Progress with the global 
implementation of current WHO 
recommendations on Hib vaccines 



1.5 million deaths among children  from vaccine 
preventable disease by WHO regions, 2008 

Source: Black RE  at all, Global, regional, and national causes of child mortality in 2008: a systematic analysis,  
Lancet. 2010 Jun 5;375(9730):1969-87. Epub 2010 May 11. 
* WHO/IVB estimates , March 2012 



SAGE recommendations on Hib vaccines 

2000  -  Hib vaccine use limited to high income countries. 
 
2002 / 3 / 4  -  SAGE recommended consultation with 

regions, esp WPR, SEA and AFR, concerning burden and 
use of Hib vaccine. 

 
2005  -  SAGE recommended global introduction of Hib 

vaccine.  
 
2006 - WHO position paper published. 
 
2010 – SAGE recognised need to work with large countries 

to implement recommended policies.  
 

 
 

 



Countries which had / have introduced 
Hib-containing vaccines 

1999 
(61 countries) 

2012 
(179 countries) 



Global coverage estimates, 1980-2011 
DTP1, DTP3, Measles, HepB3, Hib3, PCV3 and Rota 
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Source: WHO/UNICEF coverage estimates 2011 revision. July 2012 
Graph production: Immunization Vaccines and Biologicals, (IVB),  
World Health Organization. 
194 WHO Member States. Date of slide: 24  July 2012. 

43% 



To be included 



Hib - containing vaccines: cost per dose 
(UNICEF supply division) 

DTP - Hep B - Hib 



Hib vaccine recommendations, 2006 
(http://www.who.int/immunization/policy/Immunization_routine_table2.pdf) 

 
Haemophilus 
influenzae  
type b 

 
Age at 1st dose 

Doses in 
primary 
series 

Interval between doses 
1st to 2nd 2nd to 3rd 

 
6 weeks (min) with 

DTP1,  
24 months (max) 

3 
4 weeks 

(min) with 
DTP2 

4 weeks 
(min) with 

DTP3 

 
 

 
 
Catch–up vaccination of children 12 – 24 months: a single dose is sufficient 
 
Booster dose  (recommended at 12–18 months of age in many developed countries) :  
the need for and timing of booster in developing countries have not yet been defined.  
 
Individuals aged >24 months  at high risk of Hib disease: should be vaccinated where 
resources are  available.  

http://www.who.int/immunization/policy/Immunization_routine_table2.pdf


Current DTP and measles schedules 
Approx: 
1 / 3  of countries with  6-10-14 week / 9 month schedule 
1 / 3  of countries with  2-4-6 month / 12 month schedule 
1 / 3  of countries with a variety of other schedules 
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