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April 2010 SAGE meeting 
l Presentation of rapid review of published literature.  

l SAGE noted that the impact was not automatically 
positive or negative, and the strength of effects was 
generally difficult to assess.  

l SAGE endorsed the importance of a better 
understanding of potential positive and negative impacts 
of the introduction of new vaccines on immunization 
programmes and broader health systems.   

l WHO’s Health Systems Building Blocks was recognised 
as a suitable framework for this investigation. 

 



Framework 



April 2010 SAGE recommendations 
l SAGE encouraged completion of the published 

literature review 

l SAGE encouraged completion of a grey literature 
review 

l SAGE recognised that many answers would have to 
be sought at programme level 

l SAGE recommended production of formal guidance 
to assist decision-makers and EPI managers 
contemplating the introduction of new vaccines, in 
order to take account of collateral effects inherent in 
introduction.   
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Session Outline 

l Review of findings from 5 vastly different but 
complementary data sources  

l Gap analysis 

l Principles for adding a vaccine to a national 
immunization programme while strengthening 
immunization and health systems 

l Updated WHO document, “Principles and 
Considerations for Adding a Vaccine to a 
National Immunization Programme” 


