
Overview of 
Congenital Anomalies



Outline

•Definitions

•Overview of major congenital anomalies



Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, participants will be able to:

Skills

Describe the ways that congenital anomalies are classified

Recognize different types of major congenital abnormalities 



Types of Congenital Anomalies (CAs)

•Major structural anomalies focused on.
•Cause most deaths, morbidity & disability
•Minor CAs can accompany Major CAs

•Definition of major CAs

…structural changes that have significant medical, 
social or cosmetic consequences for the affected 
individual, and typically require medical 
intervention. 



Examples of Major CAs
• Anencephaly

• Cleft lip

• Cleft palate

• Cleft palate with cleft lip

• Craniorachischisis

• Encephalocele

• Exomphalos/omphalocele

• Gastroschisis

• Hypospadias

• Iniencephaly

• Reduction defects of upper and lower limbs

• Spina bifida

• Talipes equinovarus/clubfoot



Detection of CAs

•Neonatal surface examination

• Internal examination through imaging

•MANGO will focus mainly on neonatal surface 
exam



Documenting CAs

•Legal framework (Check Kenya Data Protection 
Act 2018, also HIPPAA and GDPR)

•Privacy and confidentiality considerations for PHI
•Use of unique identifiers for neonates with 
CAs
•Data aggregated and de-identified
• Informed consenting to sharing of data / info



Communicating with parents

•Task reserved for qualified clinical service 
providers and NOT RAs
•Referral services for urgent consults
•May need written info for later after grieving 
period if death occurs
•Support group
•Genetic counseling



CA- Metrics



CA-CNS



Variants of Encephalocele



























Documentation thru Photography

•MANGO RAs will be responsible  but will work in 
close collaboration with the clinical providers

•Only for those whose mothers provide a specific 
informed consent allowing it.

• identifiers will be avoided and if facial pictures, 
some kind of obscuring mechanism will be 
applied



Study expectations from the clinical team

•Routine detailed neonatal exam

•Accurate & complete documentation of the 
clinical findings of neonatal exam

•The RAs may identify areas of incomplete entry 
of patient information and liaise with the service 
providers to  rectify

•Prompt referral of cases to the neonatologist as 
needed



Moving forward
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